
Philosophical 
Enquiry 
Advancing 
Cosmopolitan 
Engagement

 Helping students and teachers develop a 
cosmopolitan frame of mind combining openness 

own particular culture, tradition and identity

 Developing a sense of European citizenship 
based on understanding and respect for human 
rights and democracy

 Fostering the cognitive and affective skills in 
children needed to cope with the challenges of 
living together in multicultural societies

of teacher training

approaches to global, cosmopolitan and social 
issues

 Promoting an awareness of the importance of 
cultural and linguistic diversity within Europe, as 
well as of the need to combat racism, prejudice 
and xenophobia

combating all forms of discrimination based on 
sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, 
disability, age or sexual orientation

 Creating conditions that contribute to the 
reduction of early school leaving by children at 
risk of exclusion (cultural, social and economic)

Objectives
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Partners

University of Naples Federico II – Department of Humanities 
(www.p4c.unina.it) Naples (Italy)

CFpN – Association Center of Philosophy for Children 

ACPC – Austrian Center of Philosophy with Children 
(www.kinderphilosophie.at) Graz (Austria)

Israeli Centre for Philosophy in Education 'Philosophy for Life'
(www.philosophy4life.org) Tel Aviv (Israel)
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The complexity of globalization processes involving 

aimed at fostering intercultural dialogue and the 
construction of new identities that emerge from the 
possibilities presented by our engagement with the 
Other. Educational strategies offer cognitive, affective 
and social tools through which to address prejudices 
and stereotypes, and which prepare students for 
active citizenship in a diverse and complex society.

An effective educational approach to developing 
cosmopolitan engagement is through the promotion 
of complex thinking thereby enabling children to use 
critical, creative and caring frames of reasoning and 

methodology of Philosophy for Children (P4C) in 
which complex thinking is developed through the 

this project seeks to create a cosmopolitan environ-
ment in which children from diverse cultures open 
themselves to one another as they construct their own 
identities and come to appreciate one another’s 
potentiality in building a just society. Through partici-

risk of marginalization or exclusion (cultural, social or 
economic), and children who move comfortably in the 
majority culture, come to engage with one another on 

develop a worldview and seek their own response to 

The emphasis of the PEACE project is on designing, 
testing and validating a new P4C curriculum focused 
on cosmopolitan engagement and intercultural 
dialogue. PEACE will impact on educational practi-
ces, by giving educators specialized professional 
development, new teaching strategies and materials, 
and by improving the reasoning and relational skills of 
children. Through making the new pedagogical 
strategies, curriculum and educational resources 
available to other contexts and countries, the scope 
of PEACE will be widened and cosmopolitan aware-
ness will be promoted.
The ultimate aim of PEACE is to disseminate to the 
widest possible section of society the idea that it is 
possible to contribute to the development of a 
cosmopolitan orientation and engagement amongst 
future citizens through dedicated educational tools 
and practices. 

Description
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